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Transcript 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Tomorrow morning, we're going to have a testimony meeting and some special music. And I hope that 
all of you will be ready if the Lord directs you to give a testimony. We won't listen to everybody because 
there are some classes in session and we'll have to go to class, but we want to have a good time praising 
the Lord for what he has done for us and who he is. That leads me this morning to make a confession 
that I think I can make for most of us. We spend most of our time in prayer petitioning God. Someone 
has suggested that we Americans, we American Christians, are sorely afflicted with a spiritual disease 
called give-me-itis. We are constantly asking God to pay our bills, supply our needs, take care of us 
physically, keep us well, take care of mother and dad and all the relatives, and too seldom do we come 
to the place in our lives where we are filled with praise for what God has done and, most of all, for who 
he is. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
The other day, I was thinking about this word 'praise', and preachers get sermons in various ways, 
sometimes, they come out of a word that you think about, and sometimes, reading portions of scripture. 
And so, I began to think about the word 'praise', and I decided I'd find out how it was used in the Bible. 
And to my own spiritual blessing and joy, I found that it was used several times in the 145th Psalm. And 
as I began to study it in that Psalm, I discovered that it takes four Hebrew words to give the story of 
what it means to praise the Lord. If you'll open your Bibles to that Psalm, we'll just briefly review it, and 
then talk about some of the reasons why God's people ought to be involved in the praising business. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
In verse two, we read, "Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy name for ever and ever." The 
word here means to make a show or a boast. Every day, I will make a boast or I will show forth what God 
has done. Verse four: "One generation shall praise thy works to another, and I shall declare thy mighty 
acts." The word here means to address in a loud tone. There's some reason why we ought to have an 
"Amen" once in a while in our Baptist churches. Praise the Lord. To show forth in a loud tone. In verse 
10, the word means, as we read it now, "All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord; and thy saints shall bless 
thee." Here it means to revere or worship with extended hand. In verse 21, "My mouth shall speak the 
praise of the Lord." And the word here means to have a hymn or a note of praise to the Lord. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
And so, putting them all together, it seems to me that we could say that to "Praise the Lord" is to loudly 
boast of him as an act of worship, singing praise to his name. Then, I looked at the Psalm again, and I 
asked myself why was the psalmist so excited? Why did he get so thrilled? Why was he so jubilant? Why 
was he really ecstatic about the Lord? And as I read on, I found four reasons with four words to make it 
easy for me to remember. They all began with the letter G. Verse three, his greatness. Verse seven, his 
goodness. Verse eight, his grace. Verse 11, his glory. When I saw that, I shouted to myself, "I have an 
outline. It's original. Nobody ever had it before." Then, I took down from my shelves a book by Graham 
Scroggie. And I discovered to my utmost dismay that Scroggie had been reading my notes. And I make 
that observation in case you read the same book, you won't charge me with taking it from Scroggie. 
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James T. Jeremiah: 
I have friends who say that when better sermons are written, they'll preach them. I have other friends 
who would be utterly dismayed if our good friend, Dr. Rice, would suddenly stop publishing The Sword 
of the Lord. Thank God for what you find in the scriptures for all the reasons why we can praise God. 
Let's talk about them for a minute. Let's talk about praising God for his greatness. Verses one to six, the 
key verse to that section would be verse three. "Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; and his 
greatness is unsearchable." Reminds us of the New Testament, where we read, "How unsearchable are 
His judgments and His ways past finding out!" 
James T. Jeremiah: 
The greatness of God is revealed and demonstrated in this Psalm in two ways, two general ways. First, 
by his attributes. Secondly, by his acts. You read through the Psalm and you'll find several attributes of 
God that are mentioned or inferred. These attributes are distinguishing characteristics of the divine 
nature, which are inseparable from the idea of God. They are fundamental qualities or powers of his 
being. He cannot be God without these attributes. There is the attribute of sovereignty. The psalmist 
refers to my God, oh King, and you better thank God for a sovereign Lord who rules over the universe. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
There is a thought also of eternity. If the psalmist is to praise him forever and ever, he must live and be 
in existence forever and ever. He is the eternal God. The attribute of omnipotence, he refers to his 
mighty acts. The attribute of grace, the Lord is gracious. The attribute of righteousness, the Lord is 
righteous, we were told in verse 17. And the key of all of these attributes, holiness. Verse 17: "Holy in all 
his work." Now, when you stop and think of who God is and how unsearchable are his attributes and his 
characteristics and his person, it ought to stop us in our tracks and cause us to praise God that we are 
related to him as sons to the Father. How about his acts? They're referred to as mighty acts in verse 
four, wondrous works in verse six, terrible acts. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
If you think about some of the things God has done in time and in eternity, you cannot help but stop to 
praise him. Let's think about a few. We have never yet delved into the depths of God's mighty acts in 
creation. It is said that there are over a million kinds of animals in the world, and they have differences 
but they have similarities, indicating of course that they've been designed by the same great architect 
and creator. They're found all over the world, in the sky, in the snow, in the deserts, as parasites, as 
animals. So big, they frighten us, and animals so small we can't see them. And God made them. Think of 
the wonders he put in the world he made, with the gold and the silver and the jewels made only for the 
use of man. You don't find very many bears getting excited about gold. You don't find anybody else but 
young ladies getting excited about diamonds. Silver doesn't do very much for the deer. God made them 
for us. What a wonderful God he is. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Who has been able to fathom the depths of his creative power and his mighty acts in speaking it into 
existence? Think of his revelation. God made us so he could talk to us. He made us with personal 
qualities like his own, with the ability to think and to love and to will. And he made us in this fashion 
different than all the creatures other than us, because he wanted to talk to us through his creation and 
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nature. He wanted to reveal himself to us in his son, which he did. And he reveals himself to us in 
scripture. I don't suppose we ever can comprehend all that's involved in the mighty acts of God in 
revealing himself through revelation, revelation of scripture. How God could over a period of some 1400 
to 1600 years so control men that what they wrote in the manuscripts were God's words chosen by the 
spirit of God, to give the truth of God, and do so in harmony in order that we might know all we need to 
know about God and about ourselves and about the way to God? 
James T. Jeremiah: 
What a magnificent thing. No wonder the psalmist said back here a few pages to 138th Psalm, again, 
about praise. "I will praise thee with my whole heart: before the gods will I sing praise unto thee. I will 
worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou 
hast magnified thy word above all thy name." Great is our God in revelation. Great is our God in 
preservation. He sustains it. By him all things consist, he upholds the ages. He keeps it running. The 
earth and the heavens, he keeps in orbit. He controls the saints. He has a little more difficulty 
sometimes with them than he does with the world, but he does it. And he has the sinner under control, 
notwithstanding the thoughts of some. No one will ever rise up and say to the God who is so great that 
He is the servant of any, but He is the controller, the sovereign Lord who takes care of them all. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Think of how great his salvation is. And when we say salvation, a lot of people think he's taking us out of 
the pit of hell into the glories of heaven. And if that's all it was involved, it would be so great that we 
Christians ought to praise him for the rest of our days. Did you ever stop to think what is involved in 
salvation? I heard somebody say, some people say sometime about certain preachers, "I don't like to 
hear him. All he ever preaches is salvation." Well, if he preaches that for the rest of his life, he has a 
man's size job for the rest of his days. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
You know what is involved in salvation? Let me give you just a few things. In God's salvation for you and 
for me, it involves election, chosen in him before the foundation of the world. It involves redemption, 
buying us out of the marketplace of sin by the precious blood of his son. It involves justification by which 
God declares the sinner righteous in the sight of a Holy God, and imputes to that sinner, believing 
sinner, his own righteousness. It involves regeneration, the impartation of divine life into believing 
sinners who trust his word and trust his son. And we need to emphasize more than we do the great 
doctrine of sanctification, which involves even before we were born again, the act of God in our behalf. 
And it becomes a practical thing upon our acceptance of him and we're separated from sin unto God, 
becomes a progressive thing as we live and move toward that great day when we shall see him face to 
face, when we shall know perfect sanctification. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
It involves glorification. Now, you don't understand that quite so well as Mr. St. Clair and Mr. Turner, 
who are getting older, but as you get along a ways in life, your body begins to wonder what's going to 
happen. And Mr. Matson is having his problems. He's trying to get a PhD, and he knows he can't stay up 
four nights a week without getting any sleep. One day, we're going to have a new body. I like that. A 
new body. There won't be any more bifocals, trifocals, unifocals. There won't be any more artificial 
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dentures. That's a highfalutin name for false teeth. You won't have to walk around anymore with a 
wooden leg. Have it all made new. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Listen, young people. When you just meditate for a moment or two on how great God is and how great 
his works are, if you don't start praising the Lord from the depths of your soul and get a little bit cured 
from give-me-itis, I don't know what can cure you. What a wonderful God he is. I think we ought to 
praise him too for his goodness. The eternal principle of God's nature, his goodness, leads him to 
communicate of his own life in blessedness to those who are like him in moral character. Our God has a 
term also for what he does with those who are unlike him or who are antagonistic to him. It's called 
mercy. But, all that comes from God is good. Notice, in verse seven, "They shall abundantly utter the 
memory of thy great goodness, and shall sing thy righteousness." 
James T. Jeremiah: 
All that comes from God is good. When he created the world, after he created these many things, it was 
good. He never acts apart from his righteousness and his goodness. His goodness is exercised to all his 
creatures. In verse nine, we're told, "The Lord is good to all." And there is an interesting word in verse 
16, that he "satisfiest the desire of every living thing," seen in the plan for our lives. All things work 
together for good to them that love God. You may be going through a trial and testing and you don't 
understand it. And you'll say, "God can't be good and permit that," but God is good. And he never makes 
a mistake. He never makes an error. He never sins. And so, we can read in the same book of Romans 
that we have in Christ, by the power of God, the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. His will is 
always good. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Seeing the plan for our lives appeared when he sent forth his son. God sent forth his son in the fullness 
of time, made under the law, born of a woman, fulfilled the law. The grace of God has appeared 
teaching us the denying all ungodliness. We should serve him. The goodness of God is the reason why 
we ought to trust him. Nahum gave this statement: "The Lord is good, stronghold in the day of trouble; 
and he knoweth them that trust in him." I get weary with some of the things that are being said today 
about deity, about the way some have tried to bring Jesus Christ down into the muck of the 
pornography. Some who've tried to make Jesus Christ be a sinner. And even now, they're trying, 
according to one news item, to eliminate 'he' from the word or the idea of God. God should not be 
referred to as 'he', according to a new guideline received from a certain church in America. The 
guidelines note that God is not merely masculine. Suggestions are made for finding alternatives that 
avoid this narrow view of God. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Sounds like somebody who invented this Ms. business. Some of the libbers. So, they have a problem 
when they're going to do that, they're going to pray very much. It's going to be very difficult when they 
come to the phrase, "Our father, who art in heaven." We have a God who's good to you, to me. And 
when you begin to complain about everything, find fault with the things you have to face in life, you 
don't know why it happened. You can put it down in your notebook and in your heart and in your life 
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that God is good. And he never does anything for his people other than good. Even the discipline is 
good. Even the trials are good. Even the difficulties are good, for great is the goodness of our God. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
What about his grace or about his glory? Let's think about that first. Verses 11-13: "Thy kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom." And when you think about the kingdom of God, you think about his glory. In these 
days, we know very little about kingdom. A few days ago, when we were in England, we took a brief tour 
over into Wales. One of the things a lot of the Welsh people want to do is to separate from England, like 
the people in Quebec want to separate from Canada. And once there was a great and glorious kingdom, 
the British Empire. They still have shades of its glory with the changing of the guard and the huge 
buildings and the magnificent rituals, but it's all ritual. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
But, I tell you today that the kingdom of God is not filled with rituals, filled with reality, for his kingdom 
suggests to us his great glory. A kingdom involves people. Human rulers have few at the very best. God's 
kingdom filled with saints and angels of every generation. God's kingdom, with his people, with persons 
in his kingdom, his possessions. The early rulers have only what they can possess within the limits of 
their empire. The cattle on a thousand hills are his, the silver and the gold is his. The riches of the 
universe are his. What glory he has. A power is involved in a kingdom. A king is dependent upon his 
subjects, and subject to them whether he likes it or not. God governs all and is subject to none. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Great is his glory. God's glory is evident in his perpetuity. He doesn't end. The great empires of the 
world, many of them have come and gone, so far gone that in Egypt, the great powers of centuries ago 
were so lost that even the language was unknown, so was it true in Mesopotamia. But, God doesn't pass 
out in time. His glory is seen in the extent and the power and the riches and the wonder and the beauty 
of his kingdom. Our God is a great God. Last of all, there is the idea of his grace. Verse eight: "The Lord is 
gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy." You find that emphasized in verses 
14 to 21. To all the recipients of his grace, in verse 14, all that fall, all that are bowed down, the only 
people who ever receive his grace are those that recognize they need it. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
The reason why a lot of folks do not accept and receive the grace of God in their lives is because they 
think they can make it on their own without him, which is not so. Notice to what extent his grace goes in 
verses 9 to 15. Sons of men, every living thing, all flesh, God's grace seen, and even the provision he 
made for that dinner you had last night or will have. Ain't it wonderful how God provides, takes care of 
the creatures and the crops and the food so that it can come, that his people can participate? In a few 
days, you'll be home, gorging yourself with turkey and cranberry sauce and stuffing and pumpkin pie. 
And you're getting so hungry now that you probably can take it until lunch. It's a bad thing to say just 
before lunch. When you bow your head at that table, you don't forget, my friend, that God put it there, 
the God of grace. For if we have what we deserve, we'd starve, we'd die, we'd go to hell, but his grace 
provided for all of these creatures, for us. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
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I have a theory which probably doesn't have any foundation, but who cares? In schools, you have all 
kinds of theories that have no foundation. We hear people talk about the shortage of fuel and the 
shortage of energy. I have a sneaking suspicion down deep in my heart that this great glorious God of 
ours put enough oil in the earth and in the sea, and pull enough there to take care of what he's going to 
do with people until he gets through with this economy. And I'm talking about the world when he makes 
a new heaven and a new earth. Now, that doesn't mean you ought to go out and get an old junker that 
burns two miles to the gallon you know. Doesn't mean you ought to turn the thermostat up so you can 
see God's world coming to an end quicker, but it does mean that if you stop and think of it, God in his 
glory has provided for his people and will do so till the end of time and through eternity. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Grace. The limits of his grace are in righteousness. Verse 17: "The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and 
holy in all his works." And through Jesus Christ, he has been just and the justifier of them that believe in 
Jesus. His grace never operates sinfully, but always righteously and in holiness. There are some 
conclusions in the Psalm that are good. "The Lord is nigh unto all of them that call upon him." Do you 
believe that? Well, you experience it in salvation, you experience it in prayer. Day by day, call upon him. 
"He will fulfill the desire of them that fear him or reverentially trust him. He also will hear their cry, and 
will save them. The Lord preserveth all them that love him: but all the wicked will he destroy." 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Call upon him, trust him, love him. Well, friend, when you see that God is great and God is good and God 
is glorious and God is gracious, what else can we do but call upon him, trust him, love him? Many years 
ago, when people used to go to the stores to get milk in pitchers, instead of getting it in cartons, a young 
lad went to the store with a pitcher. Harry Morehouse, great preacher of another day, saw this little lad 
of five or six come out of the store with a pitcher full of milk. And as he started walking toward home, it 
slipped out of his hands and went down on the stones and broke into many pieces. Not as many pieces 
as his heart was broken, but he sat there and cried. Cried over and over again. "My mama will whip me. 
My mama will whip me." Now, of course, you've never had any problem like that, but this little kid did. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Harry Morehouse looked at the little lad and he went over to him and said, "Son, let's see if we can put 
it together." He got this filthy old pitcher, an old sticky old pitcher, parts of it, and they sat down on the 
rock there. He put a piece together here and it sort of stuck together for a while. But just about the time 
they get it together, it all fall apart. And then, he'd cry all over again. They tried it again and it failed. And 
finally, he let the little boy try to put it together. He couldn't do it. So, this preacher, who had a heart for 
this little kid, took him by the hand and went down to a store, bought another pitcher. In the little store, 
washed it, prepared it, filled it with milk. And this man of God took the little boy in his arms and the 
pitcher in his hand, and he started toward his home. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
And he said to the little fellow, "Now, will your mother whip you?" As he got to the place almost where 
he's going to walk in, he gave the pitcher to the boy, let him walk in, and the little fellow said, "No, sir. 
Mama won't whip me now, because it's a lot better pitcher than we had before." I thought of that and I 
thought about his grace, his goodness, and his glory, what he's done for us. Too many times, young 
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people, we've tried to take our lives and put them together, and they've fallen apart. They've spilled out 
a lot of things that they should not spill out. And we've tried to make them right by what we did, and it 
didn't work. You see, God has given us a new pitcher, a new nature, a new life, a new hope, a new goal. 
He doesn't want us to try to fix up the old one. He just wants us to be thankful for the new one. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Let this great God, this good God, this glorious God, this gracious God, live in our hearts and fill us with 
praise for who he is, what he has done, what he's doing, what he will yet do. Father in heaven, we want 
to have lives that are filled with praise. Help us to shout the praise, help us to be boastful of thee. Help 
us to declare thy greatness to men and women. Help us to sing our praises to the Lord today. In Jesus' 
name. Amen. 
 
